Traveling with Your Pet Companion!

Many pet owners like to vacation with their pets.  Each year, more and more places welcome pets of all shapes and sizes.   Even though many places now accommodate clients that bring their pets, there are still some things that pet owners need to consider before traveling.  There are also some tips and products that will make your vacation with your pet much easier for everyone.
Do's and Don'ts for traveling with your pet!
DO make sure your pet is current on all recommended[image: image1.png]


 vaccinations.  Talk with your veterinarian about where you are going.  Some parts of the country have region-specific diseases that can be prevented with a vaccine. Must pets will need their annual vaccine, rabies, and a bordetella for dogs or Leukemia for cats.
DO make sure your pet is current on flea/tick and [image: image2.jpg]


heartworm prevention.  Many states experience a high incidence of heartworm disease and it is highly recommended that your pet be put on a heartworm preventative such as Heartgard.  Many camp grounds or wilderness areas are also infested with fleas and ticks, which can carry various diseases.  This is why your veterinarian will recommend a product like Frontline or Advantix.
DO take all vaccine and pertinent medical records with you!  You never know when you will have to take your pet to a veterinarian for emergency care, or perhaps have to board your pet on an emergency basis. Also some airlines and hotels require vaccine history or health certificates upon check in. 
DO take your pet's regular food and all regular medications needed!  Even though your pet is going with you, traveling can still be stressful.  Changing diets on the road, combined with the stress of travel can often cause diarrhea.  Imagine traveling in car with a poodle that has diarrhea?  
DO take your pet’s favorite toys!  Although you may be having fun, your [image: image3.png]


pet may actually be getting bored, especially if you are driving for several hours.  Take your pet’s favorite toys or chew bones to keep your pet entertained.
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DON’T   leave pet tags on your dog with a home phone number! Since you will not be at home to answer the phone it is best to have a tag with a cell phone number or family member’s number on the tag. If you’re pet was to get away from you there is a better chance of you being reunited with a microchip and correct tag info. 
DON'T forget to make frequent potty stops and stretch breaks!  Especially if your pet [image: image4.png]


gets carsick.
DON'T forget to verify that your accommodations accept your pets.  While many hotels and campgrounds accept pets, they may also have a weight or number limit.
DON'T neglect to clean up after your pet! Many cities and towns have strict laws regarding cleaning up after your pet.  Respect and obey these laws when you travel just as you would at home.
 

To search for "pet-friendly" accommodations - visit 
Petvaction.com 

Dogfriendly.com
